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AMBODIA   is   one   of   the   five    During the  dry season  this immense
countries which constitute French    inland sea empties itself into the Mekong,
Indo-China,    France's    greatest    and its size is reduced to one-sixth of its
colony in Asia.    It is bounded on the    former   dimensions.     This  marks  the
north by Siam, on the west by Siam    beginning of the fishing season, when
and the Gulf of Siam, on the south by    enormous quantities of fish are caught.
Cochin China, and on the east by Laos    The export' of salt fish has become an
and Annam.    In size it equals one-third    important   item   in   the   trade   of the
of France.   The climate is tropical; the    country.
monsoons divide the year into  equal parts, the dry and the rainy seasons. Cambodia owes the whole character of
The capital of Cambodia is Pnom Penh, which takes its character from a hill in the centre called Pnom, on which
its   life   and   activities   to   the   great    stands the celebrated Khmer Pagoda.
Mekong, which inundates and fertilises    Pnom Penh has 85,000 inhabitants.    It
the country.   The river rises with the    is the residence of the King of Cambodia,
rains in June, and later overflows the    for  whose  help  and  guidance  France
high dykes which bound it.   The rich,    appointed   a   Resident   Superieur.   In
alluvial  deposits  on  either  side   form    addition to the Pnom Pagoda, there are
miniature   plateaux,   which   are   well    other curious monuments such as the
cultivated     and     support     numerous    King's Palace and the Silver Pagoda.
villages.
Pnom Penh is also a very busy coin-
Beyond lies a swampy district, unfit    mercial port, being well situated at a
for agriculture, and beyond that again    point where the Mekong is joined by
come the  hills, at the foot  of which    four  tributaries,  which  constitute  the
rice   is   grown.   On   the  lower slopes    boundaries of Laos, Tonle Sap, and the
oilnut   trees   flourish, and   these   are    neighbouring provinces,
succeeded by great forests, which extend       Other interesting Cambodian  towns
to the mountain peaks.   Towards the    are   Kampot,  on   the   Gulf  of   Siam,
end of September the inundation has    Oudong, the former capital, Battambang,
the    centre   of
reached its limit, and the water gradually subsides. As it does so, it fiDs all the canals communicating with the Mekong. By March the river is very Jow and the canals are dry.
When the Mekong is at its highest, the Great Lake, or Tonle Sap, is 118 miles long by 15$ miles broad, with an average depth of 39 feet.
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centre o a large agricultural district, well known for its cardamom plantations, and Siemreap, where tourists land on their way to visit the famous Angkor ruins. The present Cambodia is only a feeble remnant of the Khmer Empire, which, at the height of its power in the twelfth century under Jayavarman VII., stretched from